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PACKAGING 



This invention relates to packaging of a toy building element and a beverage 
container. 

5 This invention has particular but not exclusive application to packaging 

involving disposable containers of the type that include a straw attached thereto and 
a toy building element which may be used in conjunction with other toy building 
elements and the straws to build a toy, and for illustrative purposes reference will be 
made to such application. 

10 Toys which include a basic building element having at least one connecting 

portion which may be selectively connected to another building element having a 
similar connecting portion by a rod like bridging element are known. Typically the 
building elements, including the bridging element, are manufactured from a rigid 
plastics material. The connecting portions generally include a pair of opposing, often 

15 outwardly divergent, jaws which are adapted to grip or otherwise inter-lock with an 
end portion of the bridging element located there between. 

Drinking straws are generally manufactured from either wax coated paper or 
from an extruded, thin walled, plastics material. The open end portions of the straws 
are easily torn or plastically deformed. 

20 Accordingly straws do not readily mate, or remain operatively engaged, with 

the connecting portions of building elements of the type referred to above and 
wherein toys constructed from said elements are generally unstable and may fall 
apart when handled. 

It has also been noted that many producers have chosen to sell their 

25 beverages in cartons manufactured from paper that is coated with a film of plastics 
material. These are typically in the shape of a rectangular prism and usually include 
a straw that is attached thereto which may be used to draw the beverage from the 
container. The cartons are usually sold in packs of six cartons arranged in two rows 
and maintained in such a manner by a film of plastics material that is wrapped 

30 around the assembly. Such methods of packaging are not very marketable. Nor do 
they encourage the use of the straws after the beverage has been consumed. 

The present invention aims to alleviate at least one of the above 
disadvantages and to provide an aspect of packaging which will be reliable and 
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efficient in use. Other objects and advantages of this invention will 
hereinafter become apparent. 

With the foregoing and other objects in view, this invention in one aspect 
resides broadly in packaging including: 
5 a container in which there is stored a beverage; 

a straw which is releasably attached to the container and wherein said straw 
may be used to extract the beverage from said container when detached from said 
container, and 

a building element which is releasably attached to said container, said building 
10 element, when detached from said container, being capable of interlocking 
engagement with said straw. 

Preferably the building element and the straw are used in conjunction with 
other building elements and straws to make a toy. 

The container may be any particular shape. For example, the container may 
1 5 resemble a prism or pyramid having a rectangular or triangular shaped base. 

The container may be manufactured from a flexible material including a paper 
or cardboard material, such as a plastics coated paper material. Accordingly, the 
walls of containers of this type are generally quite flexible and wherein at least some 
of the walls of the container, when filled with a liquid, may be slightly concave or 
20 exhibit a depression formed therein. In some embodiments, the size and the shape 
of the building element may be configured such that it at least partially nests within 
the concave portion or depression in the wall of the container. The straw may also at 
least partially nest within this concave portion or depression. 

Further, because of the way containers of the type referred to above are 
25 manufactured, the panels forming the base wall generally point towards the interior of 
the container and wherein the resulting recess or depression formed therein may 
also be used to accommodate a building element. 

In some embodiments, the building element may be attached to the wall of the 
container using a suitable adhesive or a piece of adhesive tape. Alternatively, the 
30 building element may be retained against the wall of the container by wrapping, such 
as a plastics film that is wrapped around the container. 

In another aspect this invention relates to packaging including: 
a plurality of containers which are arranged end to end and/or side by side, 
said containers being temporarily maintained in said relationship by removable 
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retaining means, and wherein at least some of said containers are filled with a 
beverage and wherein at least one of said containers contains a toy which is capable 
of being connected to a drinking straw. For example, there may be provided six 
containers arranged in two rows of three containers and wherein five of the 
containers are filled with a beverage and the sixth container is filled with toy building 
elements and possibly some straws. Furthermore, at least one of the containers 
which contains a beverage may also include a drinking straw which may be 
releasably attached to the exterior of the container and wherein the drinking straw 
may be used to extract the beverage from said container. 

Preferably the building element and the straw referred to above are used in 
conjunction with other building elements and straws to make a toy. 

In another aspect this invention relates to a toy building element which is 
capable of operative engagement with another element which has a socket like 
portion, such as a drinking straw, said toy building element including: 

a body portion, and 

at least one spigot capable of operative engagement with the socket like 
portion of the other element. Preferably the fit between the spigot and the socket is 
an interference fit. 

The toy building element may be constructed from a variety of materials. For 
example, the toy building element may be constructed from a wooden or metal 
material. However it is preferred that the toy building element is constructed from a 
plastics material such as a rigid or a semi-rigid plastics material. 

The body portion may be any suitable shape. In one embodiment, the body 
portion may be substantially planer and wherein the spigot or spigots may lie in a 
plane containing the body portion. In addition, the body portion may be multi-sided, 
namely, in plan the body portion may resemble a geometric shape such as a triangle, 
square or a hexagon. 

The body portion may also include one or more apertures and/or recesses 
formed therein which are adapted to receive either a respective spigot or a similarly 
configured portion of another element. The fit between each aperture/recess and the 
spigot/other element may be either a loose fit or an interference fit. 

The other element may be a thin walled tubular member such as a drinking 
straw including straws of the type which include a flexible intermediate portion having 
a concertina like construction. 
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In another aspect, this invention relates to a method of promoting 
beverages that are sold in containers, said method including the provision of a toy 
that is provided with the container. For example, the building element may be 
attached to the outside of the container in a manner as described above. 
5 Alternatively, the container may include a token which can be exchanged for the toy 
building element. 

In one embodiment, the token may be attached to a wall of the container. The 
token may be adapted for separation from the container. For example, the token 
may be a piece of paper on which information concerning the redemption of the 
1 0 token is printed and wherein the token may be torn from the container if so desired. 

Alternatively, the token may comprise the container or a portion of the 
container itself which may be detachable from the remainder of the container. 

In order that this invention may be more easily understood and put into 
practical effect, reference will now be made to the accompanying drawing which 
1 5 illustrate a preferred embodiment of the invention, wherein :- 

FIG.1 is a pictorial view of a basic building element constructed in accordance 
with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a pictorial view of another building element constructed in 
accordance with the present invention; 
20 FIG.3 is a pictorial view of a toy constructed from a plurality of building 

elements of the type illustrated in figure 1 and a plurality of drinking straws; 

FIG. 4 is a pictorial view of a beverage container,, 

FIG. 5 is a pictorial view of a pack of six beverage containers. 

Figure 4 shows a container 40 that is generally shaped like a rectangular 
25 based prism. The container 40 is manufactured from paper that is coated with a 
plastics film. As a consequence the walls of the container including the front wall 41 
and the opposing rear wall are flexible. Furthermore, the front wall 41 and the rear 
wall of container 40 often exhibits, or can be manipulated so that they exhibit, a 
shallow depression 42. 
30 The container 40 is provided with a drinking straw 30 that is temporarily 

contained within a plastics sheath 43 that is releasably attached to the front wall 41. 
In addition, a basic building element 10 is also shown releasably attached to the front 
wall 41. 
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It is envisaged that six containers 40 will be sold together in the 
manner illustrated in figure 5 and wherein the six containers shall be retained in their 
respective positions by removable wrapping made from a clear plastics film. 

However it will be appreciated that In other embodiments the building 
5 elements 10 may have been stored in one of the containers 40 which does not 
contain any beverage instead of being attached to any of the individual containers 
40. 

Figure 1 illustrates a basic building element 10 manufactured from a rigid 
plastics material. The building element 10 includes a substantially planar, 

10 octagonally shaped, body portion 11 and eight cylindrically shaped spigots 12, each 
of which extends outwardly from and is perpendicular to a respective side wall 13, as 
shown. The body portion 11 also includes a centrally located aperture 14, of 
constant cross-section, and eight apertures 15, of constant cross-section, spaced 
equally around said aperture 14. 

15 Figure 2 illustrates another basic building element 20 manufactured from a 

rigid plastics material. The building element 20 includes an elongate, substantially 
planar, body portion 21 and two opposing spigots 22. The body portion 21 also 
includes a centrally located aperture 24, of constant cross-section. 

Figure 3 shows a plurality of drinking straws 30 manufactured from a flexible, 

20 thin walled, plastics materials. The drinking straws 30 having two opposing end 
portions 31 and 32, each having a circular cross section which is reasonably 
constant, and a flexible intermediate portion 33 of a concertina type construction. 

The diameter of the aperture 14 is larger than the external diameter of the end 
portions 31 and 32 of the straws and wherein as a consequence the end portions 31 

25 or 32 when inserted in the aperture 1 4 from a loose sliding fit. 

The diameter of the aperture 24 is smaller than the external diameter of the 
end portions 31 and 32 of the straws and wherein as a consequence the end portions 

31 or 32 when inserted in the aperture 14 from an interference fit. 

The diameter of each of the apertures 15 is smaller than the external diameter 
30 of the end portions 31 and 32 and wherein as a consequence the end portion 31 or 

32 when inserted in any one of the apertures 15 forms an interference fit. 

Each spigot 12 and 22 includes a tapered leading portion 18 and a cylindrical 
main portion 19 and wherein the external diameter of the main portion is slightly 
larger than the internal diameter of the end portions 31 and 32. Accordingly the 
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spigots 12 and 22 form a tight or interference fit when inserted in an end 
portion 31 or 32 of a straw 30. 

A plurality of building elements and a plurality of straws may be combined in a 
number of ways as illustrated in figure 3 and as described above to build a toy. 

It is believed that the inclusion of a toy building element, that is adapted to 
engage a drinking straw, with a beverage container will enhance the marketability of 
the beverage. 

It will of course be realised that the above has been given only by way of 
illustrative example of the present invention and that ail such modifications and 
variations thereto as would be apparent to persons skilled in the art are deemed to 
fall within the broad scope and ambit of this invention as herein defined in the 
appended claims. 
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

1 . Packaging including: 

a container in which there is stored a beverage; 

a straw which is releasably attached to the container and wherein said straw 
may be used to extract the beverage from said container when detached from said 
container, and 

a building element which is releasably attached to said container, said building 
element, when detached from said container, being capable of interlocking 
engagement with said straw. 

2. Packaging as claimed in claim 1 wherein said building element at least 
partially nests within a depression formed in a wall of said container. 

3. Packaging including: 

a plurality of containers which are arranged end to end and/or side by side, 
said containers being temporarily maintained in said relationship by removable 
retaining means, and wherein at least some of said containers are filled with a 
beverage and wherein at least one of said containers contains a toy which is capable 
of being connected to a drinking straw. 

4. Packaging as claimed in claim 3 wherein there is provided six containers 
arranged in two rows of three containers and wherein five of the containers are filled 
with a beverage and the sixth container is filled with the toy building elements. 

5. A toy building element which is capable of operative engagement with another 
element which has a socket like portion, such as a drinking straw, said toy building 
element including: 

a body portion, and 

at least one spigot capable of operative engagement with the socket like 
portion of the other element. 



WO 01/87735 PCT/AUOO/00471 

8 

6. A toy building element as claimed In claim 5, wherein the other element is a 
drinking straw and the fit between the spigot and the socket is an interference fit. 

7. A method of promoting beverages that are sold in containers, said method 
including the provision of a toy that is provided with the container. 
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